
Earthquake Notes 





Earthquakes Intro 

Facts 

•Occur when plates move 

•Occur at all plate 

boundaries (convergent, 

divergent & transform) 

•Occur at faults in the 

middle or within plates 

•Have different intensities- 

RICHTER scale 



Earthquakes Terms 

Fault- crack in the Earth’s 

crust 

Focus- where the earthquake 

actually happens. It is deep 

underground. 

Epicenter- place DIRECTLY 

above focus 



Types of Seismic Wave 

A seismic wave is a 

“mechanical wave” that 

transfers the energy 

from the moving crust.   

The wave always starts 

at the focus of the 

earthquake 

There are three types of 

seismic waves: 



Types of Seismic Wave 



Types of Seismic Wave 

P- wave: the FIRST  (primary) 

wave that is felt. Its motion is 

from side to side 

 

S-wave: the SECOND 

(secondary) wave that is felt. Its 

motion is up and down. 

 

Surface Wave: is felt only when 

soil and ground have certain 

properties. Example: sandy soils, 

this causes a “rolling” motion 
 

 


