
8th grade notes Week 18 

Wind 





Wind is air in motion.  
It is produced by the 
uneven heating of the 
earth’s surface by the sun. 
Since the earth’s surface 
is made of various land 
and water formations, it 
absorbs the sun’s 
radiation unevenly.  
Different latitudes receive 
direct or indirect rays 

Wind: air molecules move 



Air molecules ALWAYS MOVE 
from high pressure area to a 
low pressure area  
High and low pressure areas 
are caused by uneven heating 
of Earth’s surface.  

Air rises where surface is 
warm causes low 

pressure area 
Air sinks where surface is 
cool  causes high 

pressure area 

Wind: air molecules move 



GLOBAL WINDS- large areas of 
Earth, with predominant 
patterns  

LOCAL WINDS- smaller 
areas that have wind 
patterns 
SEASONAL WIND- winds 
that follow a pattern 
depending on the season 

Wind: Types 



Wind: How it happens…

Steps

1-Earth’s surface 
is heated 
unevenly 
2-Air is heated 
where it is 
warmer, then 
rises 
3-This causes a 
low pressure 
area 
4- Air molecules 
move in to take 
up the space 

Air moves from high to 
low pressure 
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80 F 72 F 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Night 

 

 

 


