
8TH grade Climate Notes 

Week 24 

Monday 



Climate: Components 

Climate is the 
characteristic 
weather conditions 
in a place over a 
long period 

When we talk about 
climate we are 
referring to two 
main aspects: 



Climate: Components 

Temperature: the 
temperature 
average over a year 
and/or a monthly 
temperature 
average. 



Climate: Components 

Precipitation: either 
the amount of total 
precipitation in a 
year or a monthly 
average 



Climate: Factors 

Five Factors affect 
climate 

Altitude 

Latitude 

Large bodies of 
water 

Ocean Currents 

Seasonal Patterns 





Climate: Factors 

Altitude  

As you go higher up in 

the atmosphere, the 

colder it gets 

Places in high 

elevation (7000 ft. +) 

have colder climates 

Example: 

Mt. Kilimanjaro  



Climate: Factors 

Latitude 

The closer to the 

equator the warmer the 

climate is… 

Example: south Florida 

is warmer than 

Michigan 



Climate: Factors 

Large Bodies of 
Water 

Oceans, seas affect the 
temperature and 
precipitation of coastal 
cities  

Coast  edge of land, 

next to ocean, sea, lake 

Coastal  on the coast 



Climate: Factors 

Ocean Currents 

The TEMPERATURE 
of an ocean 
current (warm, 
cold) affects 
climate 

OCEAN CURRENT 
 movement of 

water… 



Climate: Factors 

Seasonal Patterns 

a) TEMPERATE AREAS 
 have 

“seasons”…like 
Michigan 

b) PRECIPITATION 

Wet or dry seasons 



Reading Climate Graphs 

Climate graphs 
show the two 
components of 
climate: 

Temperature 

& 

Precipitation 



Reading Climate Graphs 

Temperature: 

The graphs can show the 
average temp for the 
month OR the average 
high and low temp for the 
month 

Units used: 

Mostly in Celsius (C)  but 
also sometimes in 
Fahrenheit (F) 



Reading Climate Graphs 

Precipitation 

The graphs can show the 
average precipitation for 
the month  

Units used: 

Mostly in millimeters (mm)  
but also sometimes in 
inches (in.) 







Describing climates: what do the 
numbers mean? 



Sahara Climate Graph
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